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eA Biſhop muſt be blameleſs, as the 
Steward of God. 


T. Paul having converted Titus to the 

Faith, was pleas' d, after a competent 
Experience had of his Piety and good 
Conduct, to promote him at length 
to the Office and Dignity of a Prime 
Ruler of the Church. Which Office, that he might 
adorn, and every way fully diſcharge, here is, 
throughout this Whole Epiſtle, a very particular 
and ſeaſonable Advice addreſs'd to him, reſpecting 
at leaſt the moſt conſiderable and momentous 
Points of his Duty. 


Fox he is inſtructed not only how to behave in the 
great Affair of conſtituting Church Officers a, but 
alſo what Directions to give concerning the regular 
Deportment of all Ranks and Relations of Men®. He 
is reminded not only to ſpeak the Words that © be- 


* Chap. | Ver. 57 6, 7, 8, 9, b Chap. 2, ver. 2, 6, 9. 
Ch. 2. v. 1. 
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come ſound Dottrine, and d in all things to ſhew 
bimſelf a Pattern of good Works, but alſo to e re. 
buke ſharply all unruly Walkers, and f to Jet no Man 
deſpiſe his Authority. He is commanded not only 
to cenſure falſe Teachers, and to admoniſh and re- 
ject Hereticks 3, but to inculcate and preach up a 
ſtrict Obedience unto the Civil Magiſtrate h, and 
moreover, to ſee that the Lives of all the Mem- 
bers of the Church be not inconſiſtent with, but 
conformable to the Faith; and that theꝶ who pro- 
feſs themſelves Believers in God, ſhould be Sar efl 
always to maintain good J. 3 | 


Tux Reaſon upon which the A poſtle grounds theſe 
his Advices to Titus, was, becauſe he had left him at 
Crete, as we read in the fifth Verſe, with this very 
Aim and Deſign, that he might et in order the 
things that were wanting, that he might nouriſh the 
Infant Churches in that Iſland, might ſuperintend 
the Growth and Proſperity, and might ordain El. 
ders in every City. Which laſt Words imply for cer- 
tain, that St. Paul had conſecrated Titus a Biſhop, 
becauſe otherwiſe he could have had no Power of or- 
daining at all, and much leſs of ordaining Eders; 
which muſt neceſſarily be underſtood of Biſhops in 
this Place, or elſe St. Paul will not be conſiſtent 


4 Ch.2. 9.7. Cb. 1. 13. f C. 2. 15. © Chg. 10. Ch. 
v1 6. 3. . e . 
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[5] 
with himſelf, whilſt he puts an Elder in this verſe, 


and a Biſhop in the next but one; that is, in my 
Text, to ſignify the ſame thing. 


As to the Qualities and Endowments of ſuch as 
ſhould be thought worthy of being admitted to ſo 
high and honourable a Station in the Church, it is 
obſervable, that in the Compaſs of two Verſes, the 
Apoſtle mentions twice, ſeeming thereby to inſiſt 
upon it in a more eſpecial Manner, That a Biſhop 
ſhould be bJameleſ5, without a Fault of any Kind, if 
it were poſſible for frail Man to be fo. However, 
at leaſt, that he ſhould be far removed from the juſt 
Suſpicion of any thing infamous, or of evil Report, 
either in his Life or Doctrine. Nothing ſhort of 
ſuch a Character can ſatisfy, or come up to the Ar- 
gument uſed in the Text, why a Biſhop ſhould be 
blameleſs, namely as (or becauſe he is) the Steward 
of God, he hath the Government of God's Family 
entruſted to him: And as he preſides over the in- 
terior Servants of the Houſhold, fo will Confuſion 
and every evil Work naturally abound among the 
latter, if the former be not a Pattern and Prece- 
dent to them of every thing that is good. The 
Faith and Behaviour of the Prelate are, as it were, 
the Form and Mould in which the Faith and Man- 


ners of others are ſhapꝰd and modelVd *, There is 


It was a wiſe Remark of St. Ambroſe, In epiſcopo. vita ſor- 
matur omnium. 
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Neceſſity therefore, that /#ch à Per ſan ſhould be 
blameable upon no account, nor in any juſt De. 
gree: For if he were, how then can it be expected, 
that the Church under his Care ſhould ever come 
out, as it is deſign'd, by its chief Lord and Saviour 
to do, 4 glorious Church, without Spot or Wrinkk, 
or any ſuch thing l. The Force and Influence of Ex. 
ample was too well underſtood by St. Paul, for hin 
to think it probable, that a vicious Paſtor ſhould 
be able to return a virtuous Flock. Hereupon dos 
he ſtrictly require it of Titus, that ſuch as he ſhould 
ordain Biſhops, ſhould be holy and harmleſs, inno- 
cent and inoffenſive, that they ſhould be eaſy ai 
Acceſs, meek and unpaſſionate, free from Exceſs q 
any kind, free from an inordinate Love of Riche, 
by ſordid and covetous Deſigns ; that they ſhould 
be kind and hoſpitable, Lovers of Goodneſs, and di 
good Men, modeſt and prudent, juſt and honeſt, 
ſtrict and temperate; and moreover, that they ſhould 
be firm and conſtant, in owning and aſſerting the 
Doctrines of Chriſtianity, and that they ſhould 
alſo be able, not only to perſuade, but to confute 
thoſe that reſiſt and oppoſe the Truth *. 


Tres: being the Qualifications neceſſary ac- 
cording to St. Pauls Judgment, in all Ages 
for ſo important an Office; it is a Reflection 


1 Epbeſ. v. 27. * Epheſci. 5, 6, 7, 8, 9. F 


(7] 
of no little Joy and Conſolation; which is here» 
by ſuggeſted unto the holy Fathers now preſent ; 
and that as well on the account of their Gifts 
and Graces in all things anſwerable hereunto, 
2s that they are, upon the preſent Occaſion, to 
confer the Epiſcopal Charge, and lay Hands 
upon one who is able to ſtand the Teſt, and pals 
with Honour the Trial, of being for Life 6/ame- 
leſt, and for Doctrine, holding faſt the faithful 
Mord, as he hath been taught, ſo as to know both 
how to exhort, and how to convince the Gaiu- 


ayers. u 


IT is hereupon become unneceſſary. for me at 
this Time, and more eſpecially in this Place, to 
enlarge upon the Duties belonging to the Epiſco- 
pal Office. Thoſe Duties are better known and 
practis d by them that are immediately concern'd 
therein, than to want either the Illuſtration or En- 
forcement of any private Hand. 


d roo to 
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Tuar I may not therefore incurr the Suſpicion 


of attempting to dictate or preſcribe to thoſe from 
whom I onght to learn, ſuffer me to make the 


following Uſe of the Words of my Text. Name- 
ly, Firſt, to obſerve from them, That-the Office 
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of a Biſhop is no new thing i in Chriſtiabity, but 


as old as the Apoſtles Days. 24ly, That tho? in the 
Epiſtle before us, and in other Parts of the'new 
Teſtament Writings, E/ders, that is, Presbyters and 
Biſhops, are coincident Terms; yet that this does not 
argue againſt a Diſparity of Order, and Diſtinction of 
Offices. But then, 349, That it may argue for, and 
ought to infer an Obligation incumbent upon com. 
mon Presbyters to be blameleſs in their Lives an( 
Doctrines, as who are, in a ſecondary Senſe, and 
under their reſpective Biſhops, Stewards of God, 


TaarT the Office of a Biſhop is no upſtart Notion 
in Chriſtianity, nor any Innovation in the Church 
is clearly enough to be concluded from the ver 
Mention of the Name within the Text. For tho 
the Word render'd o Elder will not, in all Places 
where it occurs, denote ſtrictly the Epiſcopal 0. 
fice, yet that the word render'd v Biſhop, does nut 
ſo, can't reaſonably be affirm'd by any Man, til 
he can find out a Text for his Voucher, aſcribug 
it to ſome Perſon who can be prov'd to have bee 
no more than a Presbyter of the common Raak. 
Such a Voucher will be harder tobe produc'd than 
perhaps by ſome Men imagin'd, and harder till wil 
it be to do Juſtice to all the Paſſages in Scripturs, 


get legs. Þ *ET;oxoTeC, 


where 


/o 


[9] 

where the Name of Biſhop is apply'd, without 
ſuppoſing the Perſons to whom it is apply'd, to be 
veſted with a Power of Ordination, of Eccleſiaſtical 
Cenſures, and the like concomitant. Privileges 
which to this Day are claim'd for Epiſcopal. How- 
ever, were we not at preſent to inſiſt, that the Of- 
fice is neceſlarily imply'd in the Name, there 
would, notwithſtanding, be many other irreſiſtible 
Proofs, for the evincing this Office to have been 
no late Invention, but an original Settlement of 
the Apoſtles themſelves, which they made by Di- 
vine Appointment. I would only beg your Pati- 


ence at preſent, whilſt TI enquire into theſe two 
Particulars. | | 


I/. WuE TER the Apoſtles had a proper Au- 
thority deriv'd to them from Chriſt, for the con- 
ſtituting ſuch Officers as we call Biſhops in the 
Church? And 24ly, Whether they did not actu- 
ally and in Fact exerciſe that Authority ſo deriv'd, 
in appointing by their own Hands Biſhops in many 
Churches, and in great Variety of Inſtances ? 


Is theſe two Points can be made out in the A ffir- 


mative, there will be no Room to queſtion, but that 


Epiſcopacy is an Inſtitution apoſtolical, and in 
Conſequence hereof, that it is an Inſtitution ori- 
ginally proceeding from Chriſt himſelf, the co- 


B eter- 


[10 ] 
eternal and conſubſtantial Son, who is 1 the expreſ; 
Image of the Father. 


Now the Extent of Power belonging to the 
Apoſtles will be beſt known by conſulting the Na. 
ture of that Commiſſion, which they received from 
Chriſt ; and we find in the Goſpel written by 
St. 7ohn, that the Commiſſion ran in no lower 
Terms than theſe, As my Father hath ſent me, 
even ſo ſend I you The Father had ſent the Son 
to conſtitute and erect a Church, to collect out of 
Mankind @ peculiar People, having Faith in the Go- 
ſpel, and being zealous of good Works, This Buſi. 
neſs of his Father's Chriſt did always induſtriouſly 
purſue, and was ever conſtantly employed about. 
Nor did he, whilſt he had his Reſidence in the 
World, depoſite the Care and Government of 
the Church in the Hands of others, but kept it in 
his own. He all along acted viſibly as Head and 
chief Paſtor of the Flock, till having finiſh'd the 
Work that was given him to do, and being about 
to return to that Glory which he had with his 
Father before the World began; he then was 
pleas'd to depute his Apoſtles to ſucceed him as 
his viſible Repreſentatives in this ſpiritual Ad- 
miniſtration : And to enable them to act in his 


, * Heb. i, 3. John Xi. v. 21. 
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ſtead, and ſupply his Place, he conferr'd the ſame 
Eccleſiaſtical Authority upon them which the Fa- 
ther had done upon him ; He appointed them to 
propagate their Miſſion unto others, as the Father 
had appointed him to propagate his Miſſion unto 
them; and as God had given him ſuitable Powers 
whereby to lay the Foundation of the Church, ſo 
did he give unto them the like ſuitable Powers for 
its Continuation and Perpetuity. 


THr1s being the Import of the Commiſſion gran- 
ted to the Apoſtles, it will follow from hence, that 
whoever ſhall deny them to have a Power of ap- 
pointing Biſhops to preſide over the Affairs of the 


Church, will be oblig'd to maintain, either, that 


Chriſt himſelf had no ſuch Power, which would be 
bold and preſumptuous even to think; or elſe, 
that there were Reſerves of this Power in the Com- 
miſſion of Chriſt, which were not imparted in his 
Commiſſion to the Apoſtles. But this would be, 
directly to contradict, and perfectly to overthrow 
the unlimited Manner in which Chriſt is pleaſed 
to expreſs himſelf, in the Words, As my Father 
ſent me, ſo ſend J you. 


Is it ſhould be faid, that the Apoſtles ne- 
ver underſtood their Commiſhon to extend thus 
far; that were an Aſertwon, which would want 

B 2 greatly 
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greatly to be prov'd, or rather *twere what 
is impoſſible ever ſhould be prov'd; becauſe 
the Practice of the Apoſtles conſequent upon their 
Commiſſion, plainly ſpeaks, that they did appre- 
hend themſelves to be ſo impower'd, otherwiſe 
why did they in Fact exerciſe ſuch a Power? Why 
did they appoint by their own Hands, Biſhops in 
many Churches, and in great Variety of Inſtances? 
Or, if they did not appoint any ſuch, then it 
might be proper to ask, By what Authority was 
St. James Biſhop of Feruſalem, Timothy of 
Epheſus, Titus of Crete, Epaphroditus of Phi- 
lippi? Then we might go on to queſtion by what 
Right was St. Clement plac'd in the See at Rome, 
Ignatius at Antioch, Polycarp at Smyrna? Theſe 
were all Men of Renown for their Piety and 
Prudence, living each of them in the Days of ſome 
or other of the Apoſtles. And as it is unlikely, but 
that they would have had Marks of Diſgrace 
faſten'd upon 'em, in ſome Part or other of the 
New Teſtament Writings, if they had aſſum'd 
the Epiſtopate of their own Heads, without Or- 


der or Appointment of the Apoſtles: So is it 


unreaſonable to think that any Thing leſs than 
ſuch expreſs Order and Appointment would have 
induced them to aſſume it, at a Time eſpecially, 
when the Difficulty of the Poſt was equal to the 
Danger of it; and the laſt ſo great, that it was 

almoſt. 
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almoſt a ſure and certain Step to Martyrdom to 
be a Biſhop. 


IT cannot therefore but be own'd, agreeably to 
the univerſal Teſtimony of Primitive Writers 1n 
the Caſe, That theſe Men had moſt certainly the 
Gift of the High Prieſthood from the Apoſtles 
themſelves ſ. And they may juſtly be admir'd, 
all and each of them, upon the ſame Account, that 
St. Chryſoſtom admires St. Ignatius, Not only that 
they were thought worthy of ſo high a De- 
gree, but that they were ordain d to it by thoſe holy 
Men, and had the Hands of the bleſſed Apoſtles 


r That St. James was conſtituted by the Apoſtles Biſhop of 
Jeruſalem, whoever pleaſes may conſult Hieronymus Catal. Script. 
Ch. 2. or the Author of the Conſt. Apoſt. Lib. 8. c. 35. or 
Euſeb. Hiſt. Eccl. Lib. 2. c. 23. That Timothy was ordain'd B- 
ſhop of Epheſus by St. Paul, and Titus of Crete by the ſame Apo- 
ſtle, may be ſeen in Exſebins, Lib. 3. Cap. 4. and St. Chryſ. 
Hom. 1. in Philip. Theodoret ſays further, That as Timothy and 
Titus were Biſhops of Epheſus and Crete, under the Name of 
Apoſtles ; ſo Epaphroditus was Biſhop of Philippi under the ſame 
Title, Theod. Com. 1 Tim. 3. 1. As to St. Clement and Paly- 
carp, we are aſſur'd by Tertullian, That the one was plac'd by 
St. Peter at Rome, the other by St. John at Smyrna. Vid. Tertul. 
de Preſcript. ch. 32. And then, for St. Ignatius at Antioch, 
Theodoret is expreſs, that he receiv'd- dpyreworrs ya gr, the Gift 


of the high Prieſthood from the Hand of the great Peter. Theod. 
Dial. 1. Tom 4. p. 33. 


laid 
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laid upon their ſacred Heads*. This in the mean 
time will be a neceſſary Deduction from what has 
thus been offer'd, That the Apoſtles neither wan- 
ted the Power nor the Will of conſtituting Epil 
copal Government ; it being their conſtant Uſage 
and Cuſtom to ſettle ſuch Government in all 
Churches, as they planted them, and brought 
them to a due Ripeneſs and Maturity for it u. 80 
that -the Superiority of Biſhops over their Clergy 
and People, is no unprecedented Thing in Chri- 
ſtianity, but what has been all along known in 
the Church ever ſince the Apoſtles Days. And 
therefore, our own National Church ought not 
hereupon to be blam'd or contemn'd, but rather 
valued and applauded for aſſerting and maintain- 
ing ſuch Superiority, and eſpecially as ſhe hath 
done it ſince the Reformation; by obſerving al- 
ways a juſt Medium between the arbitrary and 
Popiſh Practices of Lording it over God's Heri. 
tage on the one Hand, and the levelling Me- 
thods of confounding and deſtroying all Eccleſiaſti- 
cal Authority on the other. 


17 
r Chryſoſt. Hom. 42. in Ignat. ' 
u Thus Clemens Romanus expreſly teſtifies ad Cor. 1. Ep 4: 0 
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IT is commonly urg'd indeed, by ſuch as are 
againſt all Rule and Authority among Church Offi- 
cers, that Biſhops were originally no more than Preſ- 
byters; and that in the Style of the Sacred Scriptures, 
there is no Difference made between the one and the 
other. Here then it will be proper to paſs on to our 
ſecond Obſervation, which was to ſhew, that tho? 
in the Epiſtle before us, and in other Parts of 
the New Teſtament Writings, Elders, that is, 
Presbyters and Biſhops, are coincident Terms; 
yet that this makes nothing againſt a Diſparity of 
Order, or Diſtinction of Offices. The Word EL 
ders is taken originally from the Greek Tranſlati- 
on of the Old Teſtament, where it commonly ſig- 
nifies Rulers and Governors; in which extended 
and dignified Senſe there can be no Queſtion, but 
that it may be applicable to Biſhops. St. Paul 
does undoubtedly apply it fo in the Context, ( as 
has above been hinted ) and there are beſides, 
many other Places ( which need not now be re- 
cited) where it is in like Manner apply'd. Yea, 
'tis certain, that the Apoſtles themſelves ſome- 
times refuſe not to ſet themſelves forth under 
this Character. 


ſtles, wherever they came, preaching in Countries and Cities, ap- 
pointed Biſhops out of thoſe that were firſt converted, after they 
nad prov'd them by the Spirit. 


BuT 
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Bur then it muſt be conſider'd, that there is 
another Acceptation of this Word Elders, fre- 
quently to be met with in the New Teſtament ; as 
when it is taken in a more limited and confin'd 
Senſe, to denote thoſe of the ſecond Order and 
Degree in the Church, Thoſe, unto whom the 
Title of Presbyters did more ſtrictly and peculi. 
arly belong. 


Tus St. Paul uſes the Word, when writing to 
Timothy who was Biſhop of Epheſus, he charges 
him after this Manner, Receive not an Accuſation 
againſt an Elder, but before two or three Witneſ: 
ſes x. From which Apoſtolical Charge it is plain, 
that if the Accuſation was rightly fortified by a ſuf. 
ficient Number of Witneſſes, it was then incum- 
bent upon the Biſhop to receive it. 


BuT how came it to be the Biſhop's Duty to re- 
ceive a proper Accuſation againſt a Presbyter, if the 
Presbyter were upon a Level with himſelf, and the 
one had no Power or Superiority over the other ? 
That Man muſt be very perverſe, who will not al- 
low it to be evident from hence, that there were 
Presbyters in the Apoſtles Days, diſtinct from Bi- 


{hops, and ſubject to their Cenſures and Juriſdiction. 


* Tim. v. 19. 
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So that we ſee there is a twofold Senſe in which 
the Word Elders is uſed in the New Teſtament; 
and if Men would be careful always to diſtinguiſh 
between theſe two Senſes, it would be eaſy for them 
to obſerve, that tho* Biſhops are the ſame with 
Presbyters, in its firſt and largeſt and moſt com- 
prehenſive Notion, yet there is no Colour of Rea- 
ſon to.make them the ſame in its ſecond more pe- 
culiar and reſtrained Senſe ; nor can it juſtly be 
concluded, from the Names being uſed promiſcu- 
ouſly, that there was no ſuch Office as that of 
Biſhops, but all were Presbyters, any more than it 
ought to be concluded, that there were no ſuch 
Perſons as Presbyters, but all were Biſhops. 


Tre Truth is, there were three Orders and 
Degrees of Men ſettled in the Church by Apoſto- 
lical Conſtitution. 


AxD as the Diſtinction or Difference of each of 
theſe Orders is clearly founded in Scripture, and as 
ally to he deduced from thence; ſo is it greatly 
to be confirmed by the Teſtimony of thoſe Wri- 
ters, who lived in the Apoſtolick Age, and who 
frequently ſpeak of Biſhops, Presbyters, and Dea- 
cons, as diſt inct Degrees in the Church, but of the 
two latter as always ſubordinate to the for- 

C mer. 
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mer v. The Coincidence of the Names, Biſhops and 
Elders, was not in that Age thought an Argument 
ſufficient for to juſtify a Confuſion of Offices. Ne. 
ver indeed was it in any Age thought fo, till the 
Romaniſts firſt began to infift upon it, to ferve ſome 
exorbitant Purpoſes of their own Church; and /ome 
others afterwards thought fit to make uſe of it, as x 
Reaſon to introduce a confuſed Parity and Equali. 
ty in Church Government. But as to the Argu- 
ment it ſelf, it is certain, that there is no ſolid 
Force or Validity in it, to ſuch an End; becauſe 
it is not poſſible, where things are in their own 
Natures different, to make them the fame, by any 
Community of Names or Words. 


Tux Nature of things is, we know, what has no 


Dependence at all upon the Names which they go 
by; neither can it but be always allow'd in Res. 


ſon and Truth, that they are Offices entirely dif 
ferent and diſtin in themſelves, that of being: 


Ruling Elder, and that of being an Elder only in 


It is a remarkable Paſſage in Clemens Romanus, where he 
ſpeaks of Biſhops, Presbyters, and Deacons, under the old Jew: 
i Titles of High-Prieſt, Prieſt, and Levite, 1 Ep. ad Cor. 

And it is yet more remarkable, that of St. Ignatius, in his Ep. 
ad Magneſios, where he exhorts them to ſtudy to do all Things 
in divine Concord, under their Biſhop preſiding in the Place of 
God, and the Presbyters in the Place of the Apoſtolical Senate, and 


the Deacons to whom is committed the Miniſtry of Jeſus Chriſt. - 


com- 
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common, ſubject to his Rule, and liable to be 
call'd to account by him. A Relation, *tis true, 
there may be, and is between the one and the o- 
ther of theſe, and a Reſemblance of Duty there al- 
ſo is belonging unto both Offices. From whence 
we ſhall take Occaſion, at preſent, to proceed to 
what was in the laſt Place propos'd, namely, 
to ſpeak to the Obligation incumbent upon common 
Presbyters to be blameleſs in their Lives and Do- 
Qrines, as who are in a ſecondary Senſe, and un- 
der their reſpective Biſhops, Stewards of God. 


Ir is not to be doubted, but that, in a primary 
Senſe, this Title of Stewards of God, will be- 
long to thoſe that are chief Officers of the 
Church; thoſe, who are in a more eminent man- 
ner ſet over the Houſe of God, 


Bur then, it is not ſo far appropriate to them, as 
to be no way applicable to others ; for, more gene- 
rally taken, it is of equal Latitude and Extent with 
that of Miniſters of Chriſt, and ſo reaches to all 
thoſe that have a proper Authority to diſpenſe 
the Goſpel, and adminifter in holy Things. 
Thus St. Paul ſeems not to confine himſelf to thoſe 
of his own Rank and Degree, but means it of all 
in general, whoſe Buſineſs it was to wait at the 
Chriſtian Altar, when he ſays, Let a Man /0 ac- 

GH count 


r 
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count of us as of the Miniſters of Chriſt , and Stew. 
ards of the Myſteries of God*. Presbyters and 
Deacons, therefore, are Stewards of God, and have 
the ſame honourable Relation, with reſpect to their 
particular Flocks, as Biſhops have with reſpect to 
their Clergy and People, over the which the Holy 
Ghoſt hath made them Overſeers *, Now if Preſ- 
byters and Deacons were always to look upon 
themſelves as acting under this Capacity of Jew. 
ards of God, it would be morally impoſlible tor 
them to be guilty of any Offences whereby the Mi. 
niſtry ſhould be blamed. They could not fail of 
taking heed unto thoſe Offices which they have re- 
ceived of the Lord, ſo as to fulfil them. For 
when they conſidered that they are God's Agents 
with the People, deputed by him, and deriv- 
ing their Commiſſion from him ; when they con- 
ſidered, that he made them AKulers over his 
Houſhold, to give their Fellow Servants their Meat 
in due ſeaſon, and to diſtribute his Allowance ac- 
cording to his Command: Moreover, when 
they conſidered, that it 2s required of Stewards, 
that a Man be found b faithful, and that God 
will certainly exact a very ſevere Account of their 
Management in this Caſe ; how could they chooſe 
with all theſe Thoughts about them, but be ſcru- 
pulouſly nice and conſcientious in the Diſcharge 
2 1 Cor, iv. 1. * Ads xx. 28. Þ 1 Cor. iv. 2. ; 

| 0 
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of ſo important a Truſt? A Truſt! which is 
without all Diſpute of the nobleſt Kind that can 
poſſibly be repoſed in Man; becauſe the Care of 
Souls which are invaluable and immortal is com- 
mitted on the one Hand, and the glorious Go- 
ſpel of the bleſſed God, the Myſteries of Faith, and 
Doctrines of Salvation are committed on the other. 


WiTH what exceeding Prudence and Caution, 
with what unwearied Pains and Diligence, with 
what Strictneſs of Fidelity, ought they, who are 
fo greatly entruſted, to conduct themſelves ? How 
holily and guſtly, and unblameably ſhould they 
form their own Manners and Behaviour in the 
World? And How earneſt and z»/tant ſhould 
they be, both in Seaſon and out of Seaſon, to preſs 
it upon others, to live as becomes the Goſpel of 
Chriſt, and to adorn the Doctrine of God. their 
Saviour in all Things ? 


Wirn what Zeal and Aſſiduity ſhould they 
preach and expound the Word of Life? Keeping 
back nothing which is neceſſary for the Edifica- 
tion of their People, but ſetting before them in 
full Light, the Truth as it is in Feſus, and de- 
claring to them the whole Counſel of God ? With 
what Care and CircumſpeQion ſhould they guard 
againſt erroneous and heretical Opinions, neither 


luffering their People to be corrupted by ſuch, as- 
teach 


[2] 
teach for Doctrines the Commandments of Men, 
nor to be infected by others, that are for r 

up the very Foundations of Chriſtianity, and for 
planting nothing but Atheiſm and Irreligion in 
its Room? What Labour and Application will it 
require in the Miniſters of Chriſt to be able, not 
only to confute the Diſputers and Gainſayers of the 
Age, but to furniſh their People alſo with proper 
Arguments, whereby they may be ready alway: 
to give an Anſwer to every Man that asketh then 
a Reaſon of the Hope that is in them © ? There is 
but one Thing more which the Time due to 
the enſuing great Solemnity, will permit me to 
mention, and rhat is, That the Stewards of the 


Goſpel ſhould be more than commonly careful to 


avoid preaching their own Paſſions and Prejudices, 
or advancing any Doctrines that may kindle Se- 
dition or cheriſh Faction, or beger Turbulency 
and Diſquiet, either in Church or State. It is, 
we know, the Glory of the Chriſtian Inſtitution 
to be an Inſtitution of Peace ; very ill therefore 
muſt it become Chriſtian Miniſters, not to make 
it a Maxim with themſelves, as well as to inculcate 
it upon others, That if it be poſſible, and as 
much as lieth in them, they ſhould live peaceably 
with all men d: Yea, and ſince 'tis obvious to take 
notice, that the Duty of a good Subject hath as 


© Pet. iii. 15. 4 Rom, Xii. 18. 
great 
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oreat a Streſs laid upon it, as moſt others in the 
Syſtem of Chriſtian Duties ; very abſurd alſo muſt 
it be for the Miniſters of Chriſt, either to be defi- 
cient in this Duty themſelves, or to omit putting 
the People in mind to be ſubject to Principalities 
and Powers, and to obey Magiſtrates e. It would 
betray a total Diſregard, not only to our Duty, 
but alſo to our Intereſt, were we, the Clergy of 
the Church of England, to be negligent in this 
Point, and that becauſe *tis our Caſe, to live under 
a Government, as happy as any reaſonable Man 
can deſire, more eaſie, than what they that value 
it not do deſerve; a Government, wherein no Care 
is wanting to preſerve the State in Wealth, Peace, 
and Proſperity, and wherein the Church is at once 
doubly blefled, with a KING rok ITS NURSING: 
FATHER, AND A QUEEN ITS NURSING MOTHER. 


May God in the goodneſs of his Providence be 
pleaſed long to continue theſe Bleſſings tous ; and 
that we may not render our felves incapable of 
them, may we be always mindful as well to live ia 
all Holineſs and Righteouſneſs before him, as to 
ſerve, honour, and humbly obey our Governours 
out of a Principle of Conſtience, and according to 
God's holy Word and Commandment. . 


© Nie. iii. 1. 
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